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What is claimed is: 

1 . A system for controlling a plurality of hospital TV models, including: 
an input device that generates an input signal when actuated; and 

a controller that responds to the input signal by generating a plurality of individual 
command signals, each corresponding to a different one of the TV models, to cause any of the 
TV models to perform a function. 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the plurality of individual command signals are 
generated sequentially in a command signal group. 

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the plurahty of individual command signals 
includes a plurahty of ON conomand signals for turning on any of the TV models. 

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the plurality of individual command signals 
includes a plurality of OFF command signals for tuming off any of the TV models. 

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the plurality of individual command signals 
include a plurality of CHANNEL command signals for changing the viewing channel of any of 
the TV models. 

6. The system of claim 5 wherein the plurahty of CHANNEL command signals 
includes a plurality of CHANNEL UP command signals, each CHANNEL UP command signal 
being configured to cause one of the TV models to switch in one direction to an adjacent viewing 
channel. 

7. The system of claim 6 wherein the plurality of CHANNEL command signals 
includes a plurality of CHANNEL DOWN command signals, each CHANNEL DOWN 
command signal being configured to cause one of the TV models to switch in another direction 
to an adjacent viewing channel. 

8. The system of claim 1 wherein the plurality of individual command signals further 
includes a RADIO command signal for operating a radio associated with a hospital TV. 

9. The system of claim 1 wherein the plurality of individual command signals 
includes a SELECT signal corresponding to a hospital TV for selecting a function from a 
plurahty of available functions. 

1 0. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller includes a processor for processing 
the input signal to generate the plurahty individual of command signals. 

-34- 



Express Mail No.:EL592236848US 
Attorney Docket No.: 8266-0736 

1 1 . The system of claim 10 wherein the controller further includes a relay coupled to 
the processor, the processor responding to the input signal by opening and closing the relay to 
generate the plurality of individual command signals. 

12. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller includes a relay, the relay being 
opened and closed to generate the plurality individual of conraiand signals. 

13. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller is operable in any one of a plurahty 
of operating modes. 

14. The system of claim 13 wherein the controller includes a mode switch for 
selecting an operating mode for the controller. 

15. The system of claim 14 wherein the mode switch is programmable. 

16. The system of claim 13 wherein one of the operating modes includes a selectable 
submode, the controller automatically selecting the submode in response to the input signal. 

17. The system of claim 13 wherein one of the operating modes includes a plurality 
of selectable submodes, the controller generating the plurality of individual command signals 
when operating in one of the submodes, and, when operating in another submode, generating a 
different command signal for causing a hospital TV that does not respond to the plurahty of 
individual command signals to perform a function. 

18. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller also responds to the input signal by 
generating a different command signal for operating a TV that does not respond to the plurahty 
of individual conmiand signals. 

19. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller is connected to a hospital bed. 

20. The system of claim 1 wherein the controller is connected to a hospital piUow 
speaker. 

21 . A system for controlling a plurality of hospital TV models, including: 
an input device that generates an input signal when actuated; and 

a controller configured to interface with the plurality of hospital TVs and being operable 
in a plurality of operating modes; 

the controller responding to the input signal, when in one operating mode, by generating 
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a command signal group including a plurality of individual command signals, each corresponding 
to a function of one of the TV models; 

the controller responding to the input signal, when in another operating mode, by 
generating a different command signal corresponding to a function of a TV model that does not 
respond to the command signal group. 

22. The system of claim 21 wherein the controller includes a mode switch for 
selecting the operating mode of the controller. 

23. The system of claim 21 wherein the controller includes a relay, the relay being 
opened and closed to generate the individual command signals. 

24. The system of claim 21 wherein one of the operating modes includes a submode 
to be selected by a person when the controller is operated in the one operating mode. 

25. The system of claim 21 wherein the controller is connected to a hospital bed. 

26. The system of claim 21 wherein the controller is connected to a hospital pillow 
speaker. 

27. A system for controlling a plurality of hospital TV models, including: 
an input device that generates an input signal when actuated; and 

a controller that responds to the input signal by generating a command signal group 
including a plurality of individual command signals, each corresponding to a different one of the 
TV models, to cause any of the TV models to perform a function. 

28. The system of claim 27 wherein the controller further generates a data stream as 
part of the command signal group when the input signal continues for a predetermined period of 
time following the generation of the command signal group, the data stream corresponding to a 
function of a hospital TV that does not respond to the conmiand signal group. 

29. The system of claim 27 wherein the controller generates individual command 
signals for causing the plurality of hospital TV models to switch to a viewing channel 
corresponding to a channel digit indicated by the input signal. 

30. The system of claim 29 wherein the command signal group includes sequentially 
generated CHANNEL DIGIT conmiand signals for controlling the viewing channel of any of the 
TV models. 
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3 1 . The system of claim 27 wherein the controller further generates a data stream as 
part of the command signal group when the input signal continues for a predetermined period of 
time following the generation of the command signal group, the data stream corresponding to a 
function of a hospital TV that does not respond to the command signal group. 

32. The system of claim 27 wherein the command signal group includes sequentially 
generated PREVIOUS CHANNEL command signals for causing any of the TV models to switch 
to a previously viewed viewing channel. 

33. The system of claim 27 wherein the command signal group includes sequentially 
generated MUTE command signals for causing any of the TV models to reduce a sound output 
of the TV model. 

34. The system of claim 27 wherein the command signal group includes sequentially 
generated CLOSED CAPTIONING command signals for causing any of the TV models to 
display closed captioning text. 

35. The system of claim 27 wherein the controller is coupled to a hospital bed. 

36. The system of claim 27 wherein the controller is coupled to a hospital pillow 
speaker. 

37. A system for controlling a plurality of hospital TV models, including: 
input means for generating an input signal when actuated; and 

controller means for responding to the input signal by generating a plurality of individual 
command signals, each corresponding to a different one of the TV models, to cause any of the 
TV models to perform a function. 

38. The system of claim 37 wherein the controller means includes processor means 
for processing the input signal to generate the plurality individual of command signals. 

39. The system of claim 38 wherein the controller means further includes relay means 
coupled to the processor means, the processor means responding to the input signal by opening 
and closing the relay means to generate the plurality of individual command signals. 

40. The system of claim 37 wherein the controller means includes switch means for 
selecting an operating mode for the controller means. 
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